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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION, AUGUST 31, 1978, 1130 HRS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 5045 (DTG 301444Z AUG 78) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. THE SITUATION IN NORTH LEBANON IS STILL 
TENSE: SYRIAN TROOPS REMAIN IN THE TOWN OF BSHARRI AND 
THE SYRIAN COMMANDER FOR NORTH LEBANON, ALI DIB, REMAINS AT 
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POST DESPITE HIS REPORTED DISMISSAL. TWO ISRAELI PLANES BROKE 
THE SOUND BARRIER OVER BEIRUT ON AUGUST 30 AMID WHAT THE 
BEIRUT PRESS CALLED ISRAELI "WARNINGS". THE SITUATION IN THE 
CAPITAL IS RELATIVELY CALM. A LEBANESE MAGAZINE SAID THAT 
SUDAN WOULD PULL ITS CONTINGENT OUT OF THE ARAB 
DETERRENT FORCE. MICHEL AL KHOURY WAS APPOINTED 
GOVERNOR OF THE CENTRAL BANK. PRESIDENT SARKIS WILL GO 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TO THE VATICAN FOR THE ENTHRONEMENT OF POPE JOHN PAUL I. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. NORTH LEBANON. 

A. THE SITUATION IN NORTH LEBANON REMAINS TENSE. 

ALTHOUGH SYRIAN TROOPS HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM THE TOWN OF 
CEDARS, THEY REMAIN IN BSHARRI AND ALONG THE CEDARS ROAD 
BETWEEN BSHARRI AND DAYR AL AHMAR. TWO MORE BODIES OF 
PEOPLE KILLED BY THE SYRIAN TROOPS WERE FOUND IN THE 
AREA, ACCORDING TO PRESS AND OTHER SOURCES. (SIX PEOPLE 
FROM BSHARRI WERE FOUND DEAD IN THE CEDARS ON AUGUST 28.) 

B. THEY SYRIAN COMMANDER IN LEBANON, ALI ASLAN, ON 
AUGUST 29 ORDERED THE DISMISSAL OF THE SYRIAN COMMANDER 
FOR NORTH LEBANON, ALI DIB, AS A RESULT OF MISCONDUCT OF 
SYRIAN TROOPS IN THE CEDARS REGION, ACCORDING TO PRESS AND 
OTHER SOURCES. DIB.HOWEVER, STILL REMAINS IN HIS POST, 
ACCORDING TO VARIOUS SOURCES. (DIB REPORTS DIRECTLY TO RIFAT 
AL ASSAD, THE BROTHER OF SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL ASSAD, 

AND MAY BE ABLE TO IGNORE ASLAN S ORDER.) 

C. MEANWHILE, THE LEADERS OF BSHARRI ON AUGUST 30 
FORMED A "SEVEN-MAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE" AND DEMANDED 
THE IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SYRIAN FORCES FROM THE 
TOWN. 
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D. PRESIDENT SARKIS, AS USUAL, HAS MADE NO PUBLIC 
STATEMENT. HE WAS QUOTED IN MOST BEIRUT NEWSPAPERS, 
HOWEVER, AS TELLING THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING ON 
AUGUST 30 THAT "A CAREFUL INVESTIGATION WAS NECESSARY 
TO BRING MATTERS UNDER CONTROL AND THAT THE ADF COMMAND 
HAS ORDERED THE ACTIVATION OF THE SPECIAL INQUIRY 
COMMISSION." (THIS COMMISSION IS A LEBANESE-SYRIAN 
TRIBUNAL ESTABLISHED LAST FEBRUARY TO LOOK INTO CRIMES 
COMMITTED BY OR AGAINST THE ADF IN LEBANON.) 

3. ISRAELI OVERFLIGHTS. 

AT 1700 HOURS ON AUGUST 30 TWO ISRAELI PLANES FLYING 
AT HIGH ALTITUDE BROKE THE SOUND BARRIER OVER THE CAPITAL. 
THE BEIRUT PRESSS SAID THAT THE OVERFLIGHTS CAME AMID CON- 
TINUING ISRAELI WARNINGS TO SYRIA TO STOP ITS CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE LEBANESE FRONT MILITIAS. 
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4. SITUATION IN BEIRUT. 

A. THE SITUATION IN BEIRUT AREA HAS BEEN RELATIVELY 
CALM AND THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT FIGHTING SINCE THE 
EARLY MORNING HOURS OF AUGUST 30 (SEE AUGUST 30 SITREP). 

B. THERE WERE BRIEF GUNBATTLES, HOWEVER, THE EVENING 
OF AUGUST 30 BETWEEN TWO CHRISTIAN GROUPS-THE NLP AND 
TANZIM-IN THE BEIRUT SUBURB OF ANTILYAS, AND BETWEEN TWO 
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LEFTIST GROUPS-THE PSP AND MURABITUN— IN WEST BEIRUT. WE 
ASSUME BOTH FIGHTS WERE OVER LOCAL PROTECTION RACKETS. 
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5. SUDAN TO PULL OUT OF ADF. 

A. THE LEBANESE WEEKLY MAJAZINE AS SAY AD ON AUGUST 

30 QUOTED SUDANESE PRESIDENT NUMAYRI AS SAYING THAT HE 
WOULD WITHDRAW HIS TROOPS FROM THE ARAB DEFENSE FORCE 
(ADF) WHEN THE ADF'S MANDATE EXPIRED ON OCTOBER 27. "WE 
ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE ACTION OF THE ARAB PEACE FORCE 
IN LEBANON AND WILL NOT, THEREFORE, RENEW THE TERM OF OUR 
TROOPS," THE MAGAZINE QUOTED HIM AS SAYING. 

B. COMMENT: SYRIA PROVIDES MOST OF THE TROOPS FOR 

THE ADF, BUT SUDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA NOW FURNISH TOKEN FORCES. 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF SUDAN FROM THE ADF WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE 
AND SERVE TO INCREASE CHRISTIAN FEARS THAT THE ADF IS 
NOTHING BUT A SYRIAN OCCUPATION FORCE. END COMMENT. 

6. NEW CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR. 

THE CABINET ON AUGUST 30 NAMED MICHEL AL KHOURY AS 
GOVERNOR OF THE CENTRAL BANK OF LEBANON, A POST WHICH HAS 
IN EFFECT BEEN VACANT SINCE 1976 WHEN ELIAS SARKIS, THE 
PREVIOUS GOVERNOR, WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT. KHOURY WILL 
REPLACE THE ACTING GOVERNOR FARID SOLH. KHOURY, WHO IS 
52 YEARS OLD, IS THE SON OF THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF LEBANON. 
BISHARA AL KHOURY. 

7. SARKIS TO THE VATICAN. 

PRESIDENT SARKIS WILL HEAD LEBANESE DELEGATION TO 
THE ENTHRONEMENT OF POPE JOHN PAUL I AT THE VATICAN ON 
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SEPTEMBER 3, ACCORDING TO AN OFFICIAL GOL ANNOUNCEMENT. 

THE MEMBERS AND DELEGATION WILL ALSO INCLUDE FOREIGN 
MINISTER FUAD BOUTROS, MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AMIN 
BIZRI, MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH IBRAHIM CHEAITO, AND 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE MICHEL DOUMIT. 

KINSOLVING 
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